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Honorable Barry M. Goldwater 
Chairman 

Select Committee on intelligence 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.c. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman; 
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1 am writing to express to you my grave concern w 
legislation pending in the Senate which yob id restrict 
j of polygraph examinations by the Department of Defensf 
! restriction, on us© of the polygraph contained in Sect 
of 0. 675, the Fiscal year 1984 Defense* Authorization 
would impair ray ability as Director ofCeritral Intell 
fulfill ray statutory and other legal responsibilities 
protection of intelligence sources and ^methods. 

The Director of central Intelligence ; la by statute 
responsible for the protection of intelligence sourcen and 
methods (50 O.S.C. 5403(d)(3)). The Director of Central 
Intelligence is also responsible for ensuring the establishment 
by the Intelligence Community of common security and recess 
standards for managing and handling foreign intelligence 
systems, information, and products (Executive Order 12:333, 
51.5(g)) and for ensuring that programs ..Are developed | which 
protect intelligence sources, methods, iadfS: analytical 
procedures (id., 51.5(h)). Finally, the Director of Central 
Intelligence is responsible for establishing special iccess 
controls and standards for sensitive compartmented information 
(SCI), which consists of e>»<:reraely sensitive intelligence 
information (Executive Order 12356, 54. 2 (a) ) . 


Department of Defense personnel have Access to a q 


rest deal 


of intelligence information, including SCI and Information 
relating to intelligence sources and methods, produced by the 
various elements of the Intelligence Community. As Director of 
Central Intelligence, I thus have a direct legal and practical, 
interest in the use or non-use of the polygraph as a security 
method with respect to Department of Defense personnel. Under 
very carefully delimited and controlled circumstances, 
polygraph examinations currently majy be rpguired of personnel 
of the Department of Defenee^who^hord positions which involve 
access to extremely sensitive intelligence information „ New 
restrictions on the use of polygraph examinations With respect 
to Department of Defense personnel, and; ©h ;tha use of the 
Information derived therefrom, could jeopardize the. security of 
intelligence information, sources, and methods. 
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j cannot effectively fulfill my 
respcinsibilitiei! for the protection 
methods if Deportment of Defense pe 
ooceiin to intelligence information 
to be specially exempted by statute 
applicable to the personnel of othe 
equivalent access to ouch informat i 
strongly oppose Section 100 7 of B. 
provision was attached to the Defen 
without the benefit of any hearings 
iin committee. A legislative decisi 
|g rave impact on the security of our 
secrets deserves much more thorough 
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staUiiory And other legal 
of ihtiill igence sources and 
rsonhel* who must have 
to perform their duties, are 
f rota security, pradti^es 
r agencies who have 
on. Fpr this reason, 1 
675. I would note that this 
ise Authorization Bill 
or substantial discussion 
on with such a potentially 
nation* a most sensitive 
i consideration. 
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Honorable John G. tower I '' ill;! 

Chairman* Committee on Armed 6ervicjel*g 

‘ : . . ‘ i | 'f'X'i * \ : 

Honorable Btrom Thurmond i . : -.gi — 

Chairman, Committee on the judiciarjy 

% .. . * i *> 

Honorable Daniel V . Hoynihsn H-'Fk; 

Vice Chairman, Select Committee on jXiifclflllgeRoe 

Honorable Henry M. Jackson i 

Hanking Minority Member s j J !i; • 

Committee on Armed Services j ■. 
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Honorable Joseph R. Biden j 

banking Minority Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
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